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Grants available for fishing and boating education programs in Hispanic communities
DNR investigates three tree stand falls
Grants available for fishing and boating education
programs in Hispanic communities
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ Fish Iowa! angler education program has
partnered with the Recreational Fishing and Boating Foundation’s (RBFF) Vamos A
Pescarprogram to provide $1,000 grants to local 501(c)(3) organizations to support local
efforts to educate and engage families in high-density Hispanic communities through
programs, classes and fishing activities.
The George H.W. Bush Vamos A Pescar™ Education Fund and Fish Iowa! will provide funds
for programming between Feb. 1 and Nov. 1, 2018. Applications must be submitted via email
no later than Dec. 4, 2017. For grant guidelines and applications, contact Barb Gigar
at Barb.Gigar@dnr.iowa.gov.
Media Contact: Barb Gigar, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, 515-494-3891.
 
DNR investigates three tree stand falls
Palo, Iowa:
Media Contact: Pat Jorgensen, DNR Conservation Officer, (319) 240-8640
or Pat.Jorgensen@dnr.iowa.gov.
On Sunday, October 29, 2017 around 5:15 p.m., Jeff Pavek, 51, of Palo, Iowa, was injured
while bow hunting near Ross Road in Linn County, when he climbed out of his tree stand and
fell backwards approximately 20 feet below, landing on his back.
A friend found Pavek nearly two hours later lying face down on the ground and called 911. He
was transported to the U of I Hospital. Pavek received serious neck and back injuries from
the fall, but is expected to survive.
According to Pavek, the fastener came undone causing him to fall to the ground.
 
Garber, Iowa:
Media Contact: Jerry Farmer, DNR Conservation Officer, (563) 880-0422
or Jerry.Farmer@dnr.iowa.gov.
On Saturday, November 4, 2017 around 7:05 a.m., Philip Patrick Rolfe, 45, of Dubuque was
injured when he fell approximately 20 feet from a tree stand while bow hunting in rural
Clayton County near Garber.  
Rolfe was taken to a nearby hospital and eventually transported to the U of I Hospital. Rolfe
received injuries to his jaw and lower body.
Through investigation, it appears that Rolfe had climbed to the top of his hang on platform
stand when the anchor strap failed causing him to fall.  In addition Rolfe was not wearing a
safety strap.  
 
Adair County, Iowa:
Media Contact: Grant Gelly, DNR Conservation Officer, (712) 250-0303
or Grant.Gelly@dnr.iowa.gov.
On Sunday, November 5, 2017 around 6:30 a.m., first responders found Jeffrey S. Newman,
58, of Winterset lying at the base of his tree stand at the end of York Road in Adair County,
near the Middle River.
Newman was conscious, but in pain from the 20-foot fall. He was transported to a local
hospital and then by medical helicopter to Mercy Hospital in Des Moines.
Through the investigation, it was determined the stand was loosely hanging by the bottom
strap.
 
Safety Reminder:
The Iowa DNR reminds hunters of the following safety tips related to tree stands:
Always use a full body harnesses and remember to maintain three points of contact at
all times when climbing in and out of tree stands. 
Tree stands should not be left up year round and should always be inspected for
safety prior to the hunting seasons. 
Hunters should always use a haul line when getting equipment in and out of the
stand. 
